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 OB8trVATIONS on. the 


Animadverfions on 4 
Reverend Prelate 1 Re- 
marks, & b& 


N HE Animadverter ſays, 
re Reverend Prelate 
I © firſt lays down the Law 
4, {1:41 .« as he fays it ſtands at 
— pʒreſent; I wiſh that he 
e would vouchſaſe to lay down Reaſon.” 


The Animadverter had no Reaſon to ex- 


pe& the Author of the Remarks to aſſign 
Reaſons for the Clergy's Right to Tythes, 
becauſe the preſent Bill 'did not ſeem at 
all to call that in Queſtion : And there- 
fore, though the Remarkey might not be 
unacquainted with the ill Deſigns of 
thole who brought it in; yet it was not 
to be expected that he ſhould take No- 

tice of thoſe private Reaſons either of 


witzlh A 2 2 ; 


— 
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Male, or 222 or both, which might 
influence the Gentlemen more' particu- 
larly concern d in this Affair. All that 
the Remarker had to do, was to point 
out the Hardſhips and Inoonveniencies 
which the Clergy would neceſſarily ſuffer 
by the Diminution of thoſe Poſſeſſions; 
their Right to which there was no Rea- 
{dn to ſuppoſe by any Thing in the Bill 
depending was intended to be diſputed: 
And this the Remarker has done, I be- 
lieve, to a much greater Degree than our 
Ani madverter wiſh'd he ſhould. 

But though the Bill did not call in 
Queſtion the Clergy's Right to Tythes, 

yet this Writer, who calls himſelf A 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, 
f will: And therefore, Page 12. he ſays, 
SG « He ( the Author of the Remarks) 
E « ought to have told us, not that the 
« Incumbent inſiſts upon common Right, | 
[/ « which we all know; but why he 1 
| « ſhould inſiſt upon common Right, 1 
l &« which the wiſe of us cannot account 
l/ for.“ This Gentleman, I ſuppoſe, 
in great Modeſty lays it down as a certain 
Maxim, that himſelf is the wi/ef Mem- 
ber of the whole Houſe of Commons ; 
and from hence very juſtly concludes, 
that ſince he in his great Wiſdom cannot 
account for this common Right, no other 
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Member can: And to make it clear that 
his Aſſertion is built upon this Founda- 
tion, he has taken particular Care to 
have the Word wi/e/t printed in a diffe- 
rent Character. But with all due Defe- 
rence to this worthy Member's ſuperior 
Wiſdum, I muſt ſtill declare my Belief, 
that there are many Members in that 
Honourable Houſe, who can with very lit- 
tle Difficulty account for this Right, 
which he thinks to be fo altogether un- 


' accountable: And the Author of the 


Remarks has accounted for it in ſuch a 


Manner, as is ſufficient to ſatisfy eye 


one that is not influenc'd by the ſame 
Degree of Prejudice as the Auimadverter; 
wh though he can ſay nothing mate. 
rial againſt the Reaſons that are offer'd 
in Juſtification of it, is ſtill refoly'd to 


affirm, that it is a Right not to be ac 


counted for. 
The Animadverter goes on, „There 
«© can be no Right in the World but that 
« which ariſes from Nature and the 
c Reaſon of Things: Shew us from 
« thence that the Clergy have a Right 
to Maintenance from the Laity, and 
« we will then allow that the Laity 
„ ought to maintain them. No Obli- 


* gation can be laid on any one, unleſs 
40 


an Equivalent really receiy'd creates 
. cc | it. 


61 
« jt, We do not owe the King himſelf 
« Allegiance, but on the Terms of equal 


Protection; and we cannot owe the 


% Clergy Vibes, but on the Terms of 
« an Equivalent. 

In Anſwer to this Arong Reaſoning, 1 
ſhall obſerve; that it is perfectly agreeable 
to Nature and the Reaſon of Things, 
that there ſhould be a national eſtabliſb d 
Religion; that a Sett of Men ſhould be 


| particularly appointed to Officiate in it ; 


that theſe Men ſhould have a Right to 
Maintenance from thoſe to whom they 
are appointed to officiate; that this 
Maintenance ſhould be provided for in 
the Manner it has for many Generations 
been provided for, by the way of Tythes; 
which arc not only due to the Clergy of 
common Right, but have alſo been eſta- 


bliſh'd to them by ſucceſſive Acts of 
Parliament; all which put together gives 


the Clergy at leaſt as good a Right to 


Hibes, as any Man can have to the 


Poſſeſſion of his Eftate: And as for the 
Equivalent, it is received in publick 
Inſtruction, and in the Performance of 
the other Offices of Religion. And let 
not this Animadberter perſuade himſelf 
that he does- not want this Inftruction ; 
for I will aſſure him, he has as much 
Occaſion for Teaching as' any Man in 
England. P. 13. 
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P. 13. ſays our Animadverter, © No 
« Man by Conſcience, or for his own 


 « Happineſs, or for the Publick Good, 


« js obliged to conform to any Church, 
c or adviſe with any Prieſt, but ſuch as 
c himſelf approves”. Theſe Words ſuch 
as himſelf approves, ſeem to lag behind 
very much: But to grant all this, yet 


\ every Man is obliged to contribute to- 


wards the Support of the Church which 
is eſtabliſhed by that Community of 
which he is a Member: for however un- 
reaſonable it may be, to force any one 


to Conform to that Church, a Confor- 


mity to which he judges to be ſinful; 
yet it is very reaſonable that every Mem- 
ber of the Community, as ſuch, ſhould 
be obliged to contribute towards the 
Support of the Religion of that Com- 
munity; without which Obligation there 
would be no ſuch thing as keeping up 
any Eſtabliſnment at all. 2 

And to make Uſe of our Animadver- 
ters Compariſon, it is too well known, 
there are Men in this Kingdom, who 
would chuſe to be protected by another 
Perſon, and think they owe no Allegi- 
ance to His preſent Majeſty: But ſhall 
their private Scruples be judged a ſuffi- 
cient Ground for privileging them from 


contributing towards the Support of the 


3 pre- 


181 
preſent Government, equally with others 
who live in this Kingdom ? No. No 
more ought the private Scruples of par- 
ticular Perſons, to be thought a ſufficient 
Ground for their being excus'd from con- 
tributing their Share towards the Main- 
tenance and Support which is due by 
the Conſtitution of the OT to the 
eſtabliſhed Church. 

From hence this Writer may anſwer 
his own ridiculous Queſtions about Prieſs 
and Phyſicians, and the Difference be- 
tween them. From hence alſo he may 
if he pleaſes, be ſatisfied, * why Popiſh 
Laymen ong hit to pay Tythe to Prot 
Prieſts ; and I ſhall be glad to ſee 
proye, that the High Prieſt of the Jews 
may as well claim Tythe from all the Peo- 
ple of the Gentiles. 

Our Animadverter having, as he would 
make his Reader believe, proved that the 
Clergy have no Right to Tythe in Rea- 
ſon, proceeds now to animadvert upon 
the Remarks: And in Anſwer to what 
the Author of them aſſerts, © T hat it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that the Proprie- 
« tor or his Anceſtors would pay for an 
© Eſtate as Tythe free, without clear 
« Evidence that it was ſo after a good 
deal which is nothing to the purpole, he 
lay s, © Men may yery OY pay for 

« Eſtates 


F Animadver, P. 27. 
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« Eſtates: as Tythe free, in caſe there 
« hath been a long Diſcontinuance; and 
« fach a Purchaſe ought to be entitled 
« to. Exemption,” His Reaſoning is 
plainly this ; Men may very eaſily be ſo 
imprudent as to pay for a Privilege, when. 
they are not ſufficiently ſatisfied that they, 
to whom they pay for it have a Right to. 
give it them; and whenever they do ſoz 
not themſelves, but other People ought 
to ſuffer for their Imprudence; and they 
ſhould enjoy the Privilege, tho' they 
have no Right to it. But who. are they 
who will 1o eaſily pay for an Eſtate as 
Tythe free, without ſufficient Evidence 
that it is 10? Or who are they that can 
Reaſon in ſo abſurd a Manner, as to 
think that a Man's paying for a Thing 
to another, which the other has no Pow- 
er to ſell him, ſhould be ſufficient togive 
him a Right to that Thing? No body. 


ſurely can Reaſon in this Manner, but a 


few wrong-headed Perſons, who never 
think themſelves in the right, but when 
they differ from all the World about 
them. | | 


- ” 


* Behold ſome other ſtrong Arguments 


againſt the Clergy's Right to Tythe 2. 
* If the Law in any Caſe does allow 
* Exemptions from Tythe, why not in 

: 0 all? | 


* N - 


[s 
« all? i. e. If one Man has a particular 
Privilege, why ſhould not all Men haye 
it? © If it is not an Injury to one In- 
© cumbent that his Pariſhioners are ex- 
« empt, it cannot be to any.“ That is, 
no Difference of Circumſtances can make 
that to be juſt in one Caſe, which in 
another is very iniquitous. And if it 
js a common Good done to one Pariſh, 
« it is of common Right due to all in 
the Kingdom.“ That is again, if one 
Sett of Men receive Advantage from a 
particular Privilege, that Advantage or 
Privilege is of common Right due to 
every Man in the Kingdom. If one 
Man be a Member of Parliament why 
ſhould not all Men? O!] thou ingenious 
Contriver of ananſwerable Arguments; 
but ananſwerable only, becauſe they have 
nothing in them. If thou art a Member, 
thou art one of ſingular Qualifications ; 
thou art fit to repreſent all the Noodles 
in England, | | 

In Anſwer to the Remarker's Argument 
of the Hardſhips which Clergymen would 
lie under, if the Proof of their Right to 
Tythe were to reſt upon them; drawn 
from © their coming Strangers to their 
& Pariſhes, unacquainted with what was 
& done in the Times of their Predeceſſors, 
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« and not like to be aſſiſted by the Pa- 
« rjſhioners, conſidering the Intereſt they 
« haye, and the Influences they are of-- | 
« tentimes under; the Animaduerter : 
ſays, P. 16. © this will by no means 


„„ bear the Teſt, of Examination; for a 
'« Clergyman muſt come into a Pariſh 
c with a very odious Character indeed, 


cc that no Man will give him Aſliſtance”. 
Now I believe, every body knows, that 
it is no ſuth uncommon thing for a Man, 
who is in Poſſeſſion of Evidence that 
makes againſt him, to refuſe to ſhew 


that Evidence to a Perſon who lays 


Claim to that which he does not care to 
part with; and yet ſuch Refuſal is not 
thought to be any Argument of the 
Odiouſneſs of the Character of the Perſon: 
who is refus d: Why then ſhould an in- 
tereſted Pariſhioner's refuſing to give a 
Clergyman proper Information, upon his 
firft coming into his Living, be an Ar- 
gument of the Odiouſneſs of his Chara- 
cter? Whether he be a worthy or un wor- 


„thy Man, he will very often find it a 


difficult Matter to get a proper Informa- 
tion, without a Power to inſiſt upon 


Tythe by common Right: Nor does this 


Ani madverter, weak as he is, want to be 
informed, that in moſt Caſes a Power to 
B 2. ſue 
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112. 
ſue for Evidence can be of very lietle 
Advantage. 

The Remarler obſerves, that the 
Tythe of many Rectories impropriate 
belonging to Biſhops, Deans and Chap- 
ters, would be loſt by this Act; becauſe 
the Lords of Manors and ether Proprie- 
tors of Lands have been enabled by ha- 
ving Leaſes of theſe Tythes from Father 
to Son, to let their Eſtates Tythe free for 
aboye the Time to be limited by this 
Act. In Anſwer to this, our fair and ju- 
dicious Reaſoner ſays, I dare undertake 
« to anſwer for the Wiſdom and Ciroum- 
« ſpection of thoſe Bodies or Perſons 
« thus poſſeſſed of Impropriations, that 
c if this Law ſhall pals, they will never 
grant any Leaſe, allowing the Leſſees 
“to let them Tythe free forty Years 
©« together, or in any Manner whatever 
« which may create an Exemption.” 
What then? Does it follow, that what 
the Remarker has ſaid with Regard to 
the Loſs of the Tythes of Lands that 
have been already let Tythe free by the 
Leſſees of the Improprietors above the 
Time to be limited by this Bill, is not 
true? I believe the Ani madverter himſelf 
will not haye the Face to ſay this; and 


FE this does not follow, a + it does 
not, 


A 


[3] 

not, then all that he has faid, is nothing 
to the Purpoſe; and only betrays an un- 
fair deſire to impoſe upon 
ſtanding: of his e | 

The Remarker juſtly obſerves, that 
fome of the Religious Orders, particu- 
larly the Ciſtercians, were privileged from 
paying Tythe of Lands, while they con- 
 Finued in their own Occupation, and nat 
otherwiſe, 
the Hands. of the Crown, _ from the 
Crown to the Grantees, in the fame. 
Manner as the Religious enjo 
and: yet by this Bill, if the GT of 
the Crown fthall have kept ſuch Lands 
in his own Oceupation, during the Term 
therein to be limited, all Incumbents 
are depriv'd for ever of the Right they 
had to Tythe, when ſuch Lands 
be occupied by a Tenant. All that the 
Animadverter pleaſes to fay in [Anſwer 
to this, is, © that he cannot ſee why it 


the Under- "50 


And that they came into 


ſhould not be ſo;“ and conſidering 


that this comes from the wi/ef Man in 
the Kingdom, it is certainly as good as a + 
Thouſand ſubſtantial Reaſons. 
23 he Remarker obſerves alſo, that 
Warrens, Woodlands, and Lands that 
have lain Waſte, from all which T ythe 
would be due, if converted into Arable 
x 77.4 I | Or 


[24]. 
or Paſture, will be entitled to 4 ferpe- 
tual Exemption by this Act; and it may 
have the like Effect in many Caſes, not 
now foreſeen. In Anſwer to this, our 
Animadoerter ſays, Page 18. © Is this 
« an Argument againſt the Law pro- 

« poſed? In; my humble Apprehenſion 
there can be none ſtronger for any 
„ Bill whatever.“ This too, becauſe 
this Animadoerter ſays it, muſt be looked 
upon as an unanſwerable Argument for 
the Bill; and becauſe he ſays fo, there- 
fore it is fit and reaſonable, that the 
Poſſeſſions of the Clergy ſhould admit 
of no Improvement, but ſhould be dai- 
ly leſſened and impaired by all the 
Ways and Means that can be con- 

trived. | 4 
The Animadverter goes on, © This 
« charitable Prelate, who through the 
«© whole Argument is ſo kind to the 
Laity, as every where to ſuppoſe them 
« Rogues and Thieves, continually and 
& unanimouſly cheating the poor Che 922 
« of their righteous Dues; I ſay, 
« very charitable Prelate comes now to 
c beſpeak our Candor for the Clergy, 
« and exhorts us to believe, that hey 
« are unaccuſtomed to ſecular Affairs,; 
* are more liable to be impoſed on than 
others, 


A 


& others, and ſome 4 them not ſo careful A 

c the Rights of the Church, as might be 
« w;ſhed. Some, he ſays, are unactiue and 

« ſedentary, and care not to engage in 
«troubleſome Law-Suits: Others are not 
c in Need, and foreſeeing the Uneaſi- 
© neſs occaſioned by Conteſts, fit ftill, 
cc and acquieſce : Others are poor, and not 
« able to carry on Conteſts, and ſo muſt 
« acquieſce: Many come in under the 
4 Reftraint of general Bonds of Refig- 
c nation, with heavy Penalties, and ſo 
<« muſt go on to indulge the Eftate of 
« the Patron, or be ruined: Many Li- 
“ yings are given to the Sons, or near 
« Relations of Patrons, which creates a 
© natural Diſpoſition to be reſpectful to 
« the Eſtate of the Family; and if 
others alſo do not the ſame, they are 
c ſometimes thought ungrateful for the 
“ Favour of their Preſentation. * 
I don't know upon what Foundation 
this Mriter can ground his Aſſertion, 
that the Author of the Remarks every 
where ſuppoſes the Laity to be Rogues 
and Thieves, continually and unani- 
mouſly cheating the poor Clergy of their 
righteous Dues. The Remarker ſuppo- 
ſes, what I believe none will diſpute the 
Truth of, that there are many, who 
Y would 
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this worthy Member. 
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would withdraw their Dues from. then, 


if they could; but that he ſuppoſes the 
Laity to be continually and unanimoufly 
cheating the Clergy, is what few, beſides 
this ſharp-fighted Gentleman, could have 
picked out from any Words of the Re- 
marks, The Remarker muſt have 
known, that upon this Suppoſition it 
would be to no Purpoſe to make any 
Remarks at all; the Bill muſt paſs; and 


not only part of the Tythes be loſt, 


but every other Poſſeſſion which the 


Clergy now enjoy, would be ſoon taken 
e 


from them, to the great Satisfaction of 


By the way, it may not be amiſs to 


obſerye, that if this Animadverter ſup- 


ſes it to be the Part of a Rogue and 
hief to withdraw the Clergy's Ducs, as 


he evidently does in the Paſſage before 


us, he makes very free with his own 
Perſon, who frankly declares, not only 


that he wiſhes this Bill to paſs, but alſo 
that he would have all the Tythes with- 
drawn from the Clergy all over the King- 


dom, But whateyer Liberty this Gen- 


tleman may pleaſe to take with himſelf, 


I beg of him not to ſay, the Author of 


the Remarks calls him Names. 


And 


1 


And now let us fee what Anfwer our. 
Animadverter vouchſafes to give to the 


ſeveral Arguments which he has quoted 


from the Remarks, of the Hardſhips 
which would be brought upon the Clergy 
by. paſſing this Bill. The only thing he 

thinks fit to take notice of, is the Ob- 
ſervation of the Remarker, that the 
Clergy are «naccuſtomed to ſecular Afaits, 
are more liable tu be impeſed on than others, 


and ſome of them not ſo careful of the 


Rights of the Charch, as might be wiſhed., - 
And the Method which he takes to 
make his Readers; believe he anſwers it, 
is by forming and raving, and throwing, 
out as much Scandal and Malice as he 
can: This he thinks will be miſtaken 
by his Readers for a ſufficient Anſwer to 
this Obſervation, and will make all the 
reſt be forgotten. He ſays, Y. 19. The 


4 Clergy are buſy at Heſimin ſter-Hall in 


« Shoals.” Whether they appear there in 
Shoals, muſt be ſabmitted to thoſe who. 
are better acquainted. with We/iminſter- 
Hall than I am: However, they are to ” 


VVV 
and in Drawing Rooms. © Is the Preſen- 
1 tation to a Living, ſays the Animads 


c verter, to be conlidered as a ſpiritual 


or a temporal Call? And when we ſee . 


8 tho 
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c the whole Body ſtudy the Goſpel for 

the Sake of /o much a Tear; who can 

“ fay that the good Men are wholly un- 
« acquainted with ſecular Affairs.“ 

Each of theſe Arguments alone, placed 

in a true Light, muſt irreſiſtibly over- 
throw what the Remarker has obſerved; 
What therefore may we'not expe& from 
their anited Force? I ſhall take the Li- 
berty therefore to place theſe Arguments. 
in a little clearer Light, than I think 
they ftand in at preſent, and endeayour 
to make them ſomewhat applicable to 
our Purpoſe; for it is but reaſonable, 
that all Arguments ſhould be pertinent. 
Some Clergymen are to be ſen at Neff. 
minſter-Hall, at Levees, and in Drawing 
Rooms'; therefore the whole Body in general 
are not more unaccuſiomed to ſecular Aﬀairs 
than cther Men; for this is the Concluſion, 
which the Animadverter ſhould have 
drawn, in order to make his Argument 
applicable to the preſent Purpoſe; and 
not have concluded, that therefore the 
good Men are not wholly anacquainted with 
ſecular Afairs ; which if he would have 
been ſo good as to caſt his Eyes upon the 
Remarker's Words, he would have ſeen 
he does not ſay they are. 88 


23% 
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Let us ſee the Force of the ſecond Ar- 
gument : The Preſentation to a Living 
is to be conſidered as a temporal Call; 
therefore the Clergy are not more unaccus ' 
- fomed to {EOS Afairs than other Men. 
Again, the whole Body ftudy the Goſ- 
pel for the ſake of /o much a Tear; there- SY 
Eire they are not more unaccuſtomed to ſe- "IN 
cular Afairs than other Men. No doubt | 
of it every one muſt perceive the Force 
of theſe Arguments to be irreſiſtible. 
But by the way, why ſhould a Clergy- 
man's being preſent at any.of theſe Pla- 
ces be made a matter of Reproach? If 
he does nothing unbecoming his Cha- 
rater, and behaves with a proper Decency, 
wherein does he offend ?. And why ſhould . 
you be ſo angry with the good Men be- 
cauſe they ſtudy the Goſpel for the ſake 
of ſo much a Year? For can you really © 
perſuade yourſelf that it is an unreaſo- p 
nable thing for a Man to live by his 
Profeſſion? And tho' you do not like the 
Profeſſion, and wiſh there were none of 
it, yet be a little content, till the wiſh'd 
for time appears, when you are to be 
raiſed high, and I don't know who laid 
. low; and then away with the Hirelings, 
the Locuſts, the Vermiu; ſeize upon their 
Poſſeſſions, and do you and your Lovers 
of your deareſt Country divide the Spoil. - + 
| "WET ans 
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The Animadverter proceeds, « N 0 
* Man would think RE the Clamour 
« and Outcry which all of them make 
« againſt this Bill, that they are more 
% liable to be impoſed on than others : No 
cc Man would think it, who runs over 
« the Liſts hanging up in the Exchequer- 
4 Office, of Cauſes to be heard in that 
Court. Nor did any Man ever come 
«« among ?w90r three Prieſts at any time, 
but their Tyzhes and their Dues made 
6 a part of the Converſation. 

As to the Clamour and Outcry, as this 
Aui madverter expreſfes himſelf, which 


the Clergy make. againſt this Bill, the 
Caſe is fo plain, that any Man, though 


neyer 1o little conyerſant in the World, . 
has but to open his Eyes to ſee moſt of 
the Inconveniences which would be 
brought upon the Clergy by paſling this 
Bill; and therefore their being ſenſible of 
thoſe Inconveniences i is far from being a 
Proof, that they are not more liable to be 
impoſed on than others. And I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that whoever runs over 


the Liſts of Cauſes to be heard in the 


Court of Exchequer, will from thence be 
able to draw no ſuch Argument. And 
as to the other l natured Aﬀertion, that 
never any Man came into the Company 


4 


T" ©. 
of "two or three Priefts at any time, but 


their Tythes and their Dues made a part 


of the Converſation; Ianſwer, if it is not 


wrong to receive Tythes, it is not wrong 


to talk of them upon proper Occaſions. 
And when ſeveral Perſons of any the 
fame Profeſſion are met together, it could 


not ſurely be thought ſtrange or indecent, 
if theſe Perſons ſhould be heard to diſ- 
courſe about Affairs which relate to their 


Profeſſion ; no more is it indecent for 
Clergymen, when they meet together, to 
ſuffer part of their Converſation to turn 
upon Tythes : But, that never any Man 
at any time came into the Company of 
two or three Prieſts without hearing them 
talk about Tythes, is ſo notorious a 


Falſhood, as nothing but the greateſt want 


of Modeſty joined to the higheſt Degree 
of Prep 
to utter. | 


But I am weary of purſuing this Wri- | 


ter through ſo much filthy Scandal, who 
has ſcraped together all the common 
Topicks of Abuſe, which he has met 
with in the Converſation of your modern 
Witlings, and pouring them forth in a 


violent Looſeneſs into this Pamphlet Houſe ' 


of Eaſe, by the Warmth and Stink toge- 
ther thinks to impoſe upon the Under- 
| ſtanding 


fudice could have inclined a Man | 


— 


* 
— 


— 
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ſtantial Argument. 


general; that indeed moſt Men are Am- 


ſtanding of his Readers, and make them 
miſtake every Squirt for a ſolid and ſub- 


Notwithſtanding therefore any thing 
that this Writer has ſaid, the Author of 
the Remarks is neither guilty of groſs 
and focfome Flattery, nor of utterii 

downright. Falſhood, in ſaying that the 
Clergy are unaccuſtomed to ſecular Afairs, 
and therefore more liable to be impoſed on 

than others. 2 F 
But I muſt not take leave of this ad- 
mirable Collection of Scandal, without 
taking notice of one remarkable Para- 
graph, in which our Animadverter, after 
all his unjuſt Endeavours to make his 
Readers believe, that the Remarkey ſup- 
poſes the Laity to be Rogues and Thieves, 


on that account,” very roundly afferts the 
fame thing of the Bulk of Mankind in 


bitious, Mercenary and Oppreſſive, if 
favoured by Power and Opportunity: 
and then goes on to ask, Wherein 
« doth the Popiſh and Proteſtant Clergy 
« differ, but in this, that the former, 
ce being allowed by Law greater Scope for 
« Knavery and Thievery, do much more 
« cheat and plunder the People; while 

3 | the 

2 
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* the latter, having 5 Law e on x mitt 
«- Sides, 
e Pygport 
« them; as indeed are the Bulk of 
«Find... 

The Proteflant Clergy therefore, de. 
cotding to this Mirae, 45 gi 
of Knavery and Thievery, and C heat 7 
Plunder the Peop le, thongh not to o 


great a Degree as Th e do ir; 
great à Degree, 


and they 5 it not to 
only becauſe they haye n. 
Pocher. This Animadverter s To, and 
Therefore He thinks every one "ought to 
belieye it: But 1 am apt 5.10 Münk that 


what he fays as to this Matter, wall not 
fil to meet with, the Contempt it juifly 


deferves: from alt his, A | 8 

thoſe who ate as has Str rang zers o 

common Senſe, and comm 5210 

himfelf. Such a way of W ing, 48, t 

is Fern very ler th 5 5 1 
tmiglit 16. downright Impude TY 

19 ſome. Colcern for "the: Charg er. of c0 


ho calls biniſe a. Men * 

106 22 oi 10 ara | 
am now confer in; E Kd 

makes as, free Wit 15 f 


15 with the Clergy A 


15 4 
but * fe e t the Bu 


ate honeſt, at leuſt harmieſ in 
ion to che Reſtramts u We. 


524 


4 much 


977 . 
" 
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Mankind are honeſt, at . leaſt harmleſs, 
only in Proportion to the Reſtraints up- 
on them; that is, they will be Knaves 
and Thieves, and Cheat and Plunder 
wheneyer they have Power and Oppor- 
tunity. If the Animadverter really thinks 
that this is the Nature of Mankind, is 
it not unfair in him to find fault with 
the Remarker, and endeavour to procure 
him the LLwill of his Readers, for ſup- 
poſing the Laity to be Rogues and Thieves, 
even granting that the Remarker has 
ſuppoſed them to be ſo? How much 
more unfair then, and difingenuqus miſt 
it be thought, to accuſe the Remarker 
on that Account, when he has really ſup- 
poſed no ſuch Thing? But in Anſwer to 
what he aſſerts, that the Bulk of Man- 
kind are ſuch Perſons as he repreſents 
them to be, he ought to be taught that 
no concluſive Argument can be drawn 
from the Principles and Affections by 
which he finds himſelf to be influenced, 
to the Principles and Affections which ˖ 
influence the Actions of other Men. He 
may be as much inclined to Knavery and 
Thievery as he pleaſes, and make Uſe of 
all Opportunities to Cheat and Plunder, 
that he can; and be angry only becauſe 
he has not as much Power and Opportu- 
| BE "29 7g-\- " Y | nity 
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mity for that Purpoſe, as he could wiſh; 
and yet the reſt of Mankind may be a 
quite different fort of Creatures, 

Our Animadverter, Page 24. ſays; 
« Suppoſe a Biſboprick of. 5000 Pound 
&« per Annum (and ſuch there are in this 
« Kingdom) ſhould be reduced to 5300, 
C how many Pariſhes would the Refi- 


« due, duly diſtributed, honourably. 


& endow? Throw alſo into Ho re- 
„ poron, Deanaries; Chapter-Lands , 
« Prebends, and Sine Cures; whiat a Fund 
« would this raiſe for the Cute of Souls, 
« without one Farthing raiſed in Vibe, 
« only /ome Thom ſands per Annum abated 
« in Spiritual Luxury? © . 

Since our Animadverter is in the Hu 

mour of Levelling, Iwill take the Li- 
berty to make another Suppoſition: 
Suppoſe the Fortune af an overgrows 
Citizen, ot Conntry Gentleman of 100008 
Pounds ſtiould- be redaced to 10000, how 
many poor Families in many Pariſhes 
would the Reſidue, duly diſtributed, de- 
cently 1 Throw alſo in Horen- 
deren old Knights, Lord. Mayors, Coun- 

try Squires, Lords of Manors; what a 
Fund would this raiſe for the Maintenante 
of the Poor, without one Farthing raiſed 


by way of Rate, only ſome Thouſatids 
5 WS per 


per Annum taken away from old Miſers, 


and Country Fox-Hunters, who make no 


proper Uſe of them? If Levelling be not 


thought reaſonable. in the one, Caſe, no 
more is it in the other. I do, not pre- 


tend to talk to this Writer about Inci te- 


ments to Induſtry, Methods of Promoting a 
laudable Emulation, honourulle Titles to 


—— 


diſtinguiſb ſuperior Worth ang, Merit: Be- 


cauſe he can have no great Notion of 
Worth, who believes moſi Men to be 


Rogues and Thieves, and Hierefore to de- 
ſerye the hardeft Treatment they can 
meet with. But if Encouragements to 
Induſtry , and proper Rewards for Worth 
and Merit, be allowed to be reaſonable 
in Civil Afairs, they are equally reaſon- 
able in Ecclefgaſtical ones; nor is it one 
Jot more ridiculons to be called a Dean, 


a Prebendary, or a Chancellor, than it 1s 
to be called a Knight, an Eſquire, a Colo- 


nel, or any other Honourable Title which 
you can mention. The Sound of the 
Church Titles is not, I think, more un- 
grateful to the Ear, than the Sound of 


the State ones; and as to Reality, that 
is equal in both; and if you are for ary 


HortcuyorTcn, believe me, the Com- 
poſition will be as good in the one Caſe, 
as in the other. 33 
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The Animadverter goes on, Page 26, 
„The Reverend Prelate's Objection to 
&« the Preamble of the Bill, for that the A 


* Statute of Edward the Sixth 


„ amounts to nothing at all.“ Not- 
withſtanding what this Animadverter 
ſays, the Objection does ſtill amount to 


ſomething; it amounts to every Thing 


that the Remarker can be ſuppoſed to 
have intended it ſhould amount to; 
it ſhews, that ſo far tlie Preamble is no- 
thing to the Purpoſe, as it endeavours 
to give a Sanction to the Bill from the 
Statute of Edward the Sixth, which Sta- 
tute rightly underſtood, will not give 
the leaſt Countenance to it. But though 
the Statute of Edward the Sixth be no- 
thing: to the Purpoſe, yet ſtill. this An- 
madvorter ſays, we found this Bill on | 


eternal Truth and good Senſe. 


If an entire Diſregard to al Religion 
be eternal Truth and good Senſe, then per-' 
haps this Mriter may juſtly ſay we found 
this Bill on eternal Truth and good Senſe + 
And that you may ſee I am not injuri- 
ous to him, take his own Words, Page 


27. The Clergy might have ſtill gone 


don with ,Thouſands of Pater-Noſters, £ 


* and with Jen Thouſands of Ave-Mary's ; 


ee they might have burnt Wax-Candles, 


2 2 „ 
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f and have worſhipped Conſecrated Was 


ers Theſe did no Body any great 
Harm: But it was the Exaction of 


* Money from the People, with $Spiri- 
* tual Cenſures, and Temporal Coercion, 
« which this Biſhop is ſo fond of, that 


were the very Eſſence of Popi/b Tyran- 


* ny.” The good Man, you ſee, will al- 
low you in Superſtition Idolatry, and 


in all, eyen the moſt abſurd Opinions 


and Practices „provided you will not 


take any Money from him; and what 


is it, think you, that can make him 
eſteem theſe T hings fo Harmleſ5, but an 
Opinion that all Religions, as well as all 
Priefts, are the ſame, that is, equally 
good for nothing? 

Page 30. Our Avimadverter ſays 
© Publick Reſumptions, and Agrarian 
% Laws are indiſpenſably due to 


„„ the Body of the People, when ſuch 


&« intolerable Uſurpations have been made 
© in Prejudice to their Rights —And 
« if to reſume thoſe Grants or Endow- 
ments, which are ſo exorbitant and 

« oppreſſive, if to reſume them all at 
© once, would be an Enterprize of toq 


much Difficulty, why then the leaſt 
that ought to be done in this Caſe, is 
by fome Method, to create a gradual 
3 3 Re- 


— 
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« Reſumption which may attain the 
* ſame good End, with equal Certainty, 
« and leſs Inconyenience,” Here our 
Animadverter, as if he had not done it 
ſufficiently before, lets us into the bot- 
tom of his Scheme, and the real Deſign 
with which this Bill was brought into 
the Houſe : It is not intended, as might 


have been conjectured at firſt fight from 


the Title, to prevent Difagreements 
and Law-Suits; but it is to ſerve inftead 
of what this Vriter, and Tach as himſeif 
would much rather chuſe to ſee, a general 
withdrawing of every Thing which is 
appropriated by the Laws of the Land 
for the Maintenance of the Clergy, Here 
is a plain Acknowledgment of the whole 
Truth. Poor Gentleman becauſe the 
Bill was not paſſed immediately according 
to his Defire, what with Syleen, and Eu- 
dy, and Malice, he. ſwelled to ſo violent 
a Degree, that to prevent his Bur/fing, 
he was obliged to diſcharge every Fhin 
that he had within him, But why _ . 
you not prevail with your ſelf to keep, 
this one Thing in? For certainly the leaſt 
Degree of common Senfe might have 
taught you, that when you * ta 
over- reach a Man, you ſhould not in- 
form him of the Means which you in- 
rk op 
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tend to make Uſe of, in order to accom- 
pliſh- your Deſign... If the Barons in 
Henry the Seyenth's Time , had been 
made acquainted with the real Deſign of 
the Permiſſion that was given them to 
alienate their Eſtates, they would not 
probably ſo readily have embraced the 
Liberty that was allowed them, What 


therefore could induce you to be fo eagcr 


to tell all the World, what you really in- 
tended? Was it a natural Incapacity, by 


which Tattlers are diſtinguiſhed, of keep- 


ing a Secret? Or was it an Apprehenſion, 
that the World would not have ſo good 
an Opinion of your Dexterity in contri- 
ving, without having the ſeveral Parts 
oſ your Scheme laid open before them? 
Whatever it was that made you blab it, 


it is to me an infallible Proof, that thy 


Head was never deſigned to be employed 
about Politicks. 4 
P. 35. The Anuimadverter ſays, © The 


„ Clergy have-fa long” ſculked behind 


% the Lay, that it is time they ſhould 


* now come to the fair Teſt of Reaſon”, 
-T cannot underſtand how the Clergy. can 
be ſaid to ſculk behind the Lau, any more 
than any other Man, or Sett of Men 


whatever: The Law is that which ſecures 


, pro- 


 gyery Man in the Enjoyment of his 


Property; it is that to which every Man 
appeals, when he thinks himſelf injur dg 
in any part of it; and to the Security 
and Protection, which the Law affords, 
the Clergy have an equal Right with ang 
other of His Majefty's Subjects; and men 
they appeal to it in their juſt Defence, . 

they can no more be ſaid to /culk behind 

it, mean what you will by that word, 
than any other Perſon in the Kingdom 

And the ſame thing which you fay witt 
tegard to the Clergy, may be faid to 9 %,ũę 
by any Man that thinks you enjoy 4 


greater Eſtate than you deſerve: Tell me A 

not, may he ſay, that the Laws of the | 
Land ſecure you in the Poſſeſſion of your 
Eſtate; but tell me with what Equity and 4 


Faſiice the Laws ſhould ſecure you in it; 
when much worthier Men than. yourſelf 
do not enjoy the tenth Part of t. 
Whatever Anſwer you can make to 4 
Perſon talking to you in this Manner, 
the ſame Anſwer may the Clergy make to 
- you. | 75 | I 
Thus have I waded through a Ng. 
mire; and now half ſpent and out f 
Breath with flouneing in and out, I come 
to ask a fayourable Judgment; if I ſhal! 
be thought now and then a little too unn, 
_ Poliſhed in my Expreſſions; conſider, * _ 


F 
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8004 Reader, how difficult a Thing it is 
to handle Filth, and not daub one's 
Fingersi 
I have induftriouſly avoided taking 
any notice of the perſonal Reflections 
which are thrown in 1o plentiful a Man- 
ner by this Aunimadverter, upon the Re- 


verend relate, whom he ſuppoſes to be 


the Aut bor ＋ the Remarks: Both becauſe | 
I abhor, even the Suſpicion of Flattery, 
and becauſe I am — . that his 


_. own Actions and Behaviourin the World 


will defend him againſt any thing that 
ſuch Writers as theſe can lay, better 
than a thouſand Apologies. + 

I ſhall finiſh my 00 ervations on this 


N Writer, with expreſſing my juſt Cons 


tempt of his bouncing Concluſion ; aſſuring 
him, that I am fully perſuaded, there 
never can come a Time, when- he, or 
ſuch as he ſhall have any great ſhare in 
the Management of publick Affairs, till 
common Senſe and common Juſtice, and a 

Regard to every thing that is valua- 


_” and good be well nigh loft from amongft 


7 Engl Namen. 
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